about 


shai re- 


made 
has ex- 
that 
ote, 
novel 
Navy 
ich the 
out the 
ogue 
ned 
valuate 
nd. 
the 
both 
ay—he 
hing 


etts 


armen 


and 
able 
all 
rulers 
which 
exiled 
ers the 
which, 
ler and 
adult 


13, No. 


The Semi-Monthly Book Review 


Published the University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Editor 
John Jacklin, S.J. 


Associate Editors 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 
Eugene Willging 
(Catholic University) 


Business Manager 
Mildred Norton 
(Assistant Librarian) 


15, 1953 


LITERARY GUILD—APRIL SELECTION 


Karmel, Ilona Stephania 
Houghton, Mifflin. Mar. 26, 1953. 375p. $3.75. 

This novel touching and humane, though would 
going too far describe masterpiece. The au- 
thoress Polish refugee, and presumably, Jew, writ- 
ing with first-hand knowledge. 


The setting extremly circumscribed. With the ex- 
ception one brief episode, all the action takes place 
Sweden, the institute for the Handicapped, 
Stockholm, and the greater part one room with 
three beds it. These beds are occupied middle- 
aged Swedish woman with broken leg, Nils- 
son; young Swedish girl, Thura, victim polio; and 
Stephania, the Polish Jew, whose face youthful and 
beautiful, but who has become hunchback through 
the tortures the ghetto and the concentration camp. 
There very little plot. The book study the 
reactions these three women each other. 


Ilona Karmel has shown enormous amount skill 
and maturity depicting her characters. Froken Nils- 
son the escapist, telling the escapist’s usual lies she 
compensates for her ugliness and the squalor her 
home life fantastic talk the admiration she has 
received. Little Thura, who can raise her paralyzed 
right hand three inches and can move nothing else 
all, saintly her uncomplaining patience and harm- 
ingly ingenuous the untiring way she tries smooth 
over the inevitable frictions their narrow existence. 
Stephania warped and bitter mind and body. 
The minor characters also are sketched unerringly, 
the kindly but irritating nurses and doctors, and the 
relations and friends who come visiting time. 


The authoress, learn from the write-up the book- 
jacket, was herself hospitalized Sweden for the in- 
juries she had received the hands the Nazis. Cer- 
tainly she can take her reader into the very heart 
hospital life, not only into the routine and other obvi- 
ousnesses, but into the sense the hospital having be- 
come the only reality, and into the sense 
leisure, where the difference between day and night 
only the difference between having light and not-having 
it. most cleverly shown the way the two enig- 
matic characters, Nilsson and Stephania, oc- 
casion lose their pride and their reserve night; 
Nilsson confesses her lies, and-Stephania, heart- 
flashback, reveals the anguish remorse she 
never free from account her desertion her old 
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father. The tolerance and sympathy called out 
these midnight talks genuine griefs and troubles 
profoundly touching, and finally most the contempt 
and the back biting shown the beginning the book 
dies away. 


Ilona Karmel evidently not interested conventional 
happy endings. Stephania and Thura are both dis- 
missed the end incurable; Nilsson’s leg 
refuses heal and must amputated, though the 
authoress relents enough provide her with hus- 
band, cripple like herself. But the book very far 
from being bitter. Though would not quite true 
say that the characters all love each other the 
end, yet they have learnt courage from each other, 
and with that courage they face life. 
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Karmel Pearson Petzoldt 


Nevertheless, wtih all its goodness and beauty this 
completely unreligious book. Stephania denies, not 
blasphemously but gravely, any sort belief im- 
mortality. The exquisite little Thura never gives 
hint that she relies God her patience and sweet- 
ness. Ilona Karmel has deep belief love and deep 
belief human nature, but God has part the 
lives her suffering and loving people. She ex- 
tremely sensitive her writing; though many things 
are frank, yet nothing coarse blasphemous. The 
book gives wonderful picture the aftermath war 
and certain type society; utterly sincere and 
very moving; but touched with existentialism and 
should read with caution. 


Angela Cave, 
Manhattanville College 
the Sacred Heart, 

Purchase, New York 


Pearson, Hesketh The Man Whistler 
Harper. Mar. 18, 1953. 276p. $3.75. 


James MacNeill Whistler, who scorned photographic 
actuality art, believed “The artist should put 
canvas something more than the face the model wears 
for that day, should paint the man well 
features.” This principle apparently Pearson’s cue 
for his study the eccentric Victorian artist; sacri- 
fices narrative detail and careful continuity favor 
kind Bradford “psychograph” that very readably 
interprets highly complex and 
sonality. 


Whistler the man proves much less admirable, though 
not less interesting than Whistler the artist. Largely 
unclassifiable individualist, was inordinately 
arrogant, self-centered, flamboyant, intolerant, and 
stubborn that only exceptional compensatory traits 
saved him from being completely obnoxious. His sav- 
ing aspects were genuine genius, uncompromising artistic 
integrity, and brilliant conversational wit. Even so, 
Whistler lost friends quickly made them, for 
took almost psychopathic fun deliberately 
antagonizing them. 


Routine matters not conducive this delineation are 
minimized. From disavowed birth Lowell, Massa- 
chusetts, and abortive samplings the Army West 
Point and engineering Baltimore, the early pages 
move quickly Paris and London. Paris, sharing 
poverty and lodgings with Fumette and Finette, Whist- 
ler found confirmation his vocation; London 
found the Thames, which became the dominant in- 
spiration his work. 


From this point on, Pearson depends chiefly four 
devices: Whistler’s acquaintances, his artistic theories 
and productions, his controversies, and his witticisms. 
His friendships included most the Victorian great: 
Wilde, Watts-Dunton, Swinburne, al; they also em- 
braced ten years concubinage with Joanna Heffernan 
(who adopted his son John even though was “an 
infidelity Jo”), fifteen similarly illicit years with 
Maud Franklin (who bore his only other acknowledged 
child, daughter), and eight years marriage with 
Trixie Godwin. This aspect the book provides 
discerning insight into the taste and mentality Whist- 


Best 


ler’s England, strange day that “thought Maurier 
heartless for marrying his mistress make honest 
woman her and thereby offending his parents.” 


Whistler’s industrious and painstaking career art 
adequately reported: etchings, oriental work, teaching, 
reorganization the Royal Society, nocturnes, and 
“arrangements.” His aesthetic theory was “art for the 
artist’s sake,” and was interested neither social 
problems nor religious beliefs worked quite apart 
from the realm ideas. closest approach 
religious picture came during shower Belgium, 
when sought refuge church and casually 
planned picture the Elevation the Mass with 
the thought that the Host offered good spot for “my 
butterfly.” Sixteen pages reproductions are useful 
adjunct the treatment the art work. 


Considerable space devoted the regrettable but 
typical controversies with Ruskin, Swinburne, Eden, 
and others; they show well the stubborn stupidity and 
significant brilliance that coexisted Whistler. Even 
more prominent, however, and definitely more enjoy- 
able the book’s copious quotation Whistler’s in- 
comparably facile tongue and caustic conversation. 
master the quick, sententious retort, Whistler was 
superior and instructor even the witty Oscar Wilde 
this respect. These passages, culled from many 
sources, strikingly show the loss that intellectual humor 
has suffered with the advent television 
comic book. 


one finishes the book admiring the biographer more 
than the subject, the reaction tribute Pearson’s 
style and appreciation human values rather than the 
result distortion the portrait. more than 
fair, but Whistler was outstanding peculiarity even 
age eccentricities. Since portraying him neces- 
sarily involves the man’s moral irregularities, the book 
well limited its intended adult public. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Petzoldt, Patricia 
Top the World; Adventures with 
Mountain-Climbing Husband 
Crowell. Feb. 24, 1953. 248p. $3.50. 
Ogden Nash has not already written, doubtless 
will write that “Wives who are adoring are apt 
boring.” Surely there are not many husbands who 
could survive, publishers who would accept, 
readers who would read accounts their lives written 
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Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 


$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1953, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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The Second Happiest Day (IIb) illi Feb. 


Prince Bart (IV) Apr. 
The Sojourner Jan. 


Mar. 


Jan. 
Jan. 


Kiss Again, Stranger (Ila) Maurier 
Herzog 
Murrow 
Sandburg Feb. 
Ruggles Mar. 
Marshall Feb. 


Annapurna (Ila) 

This Believe (Ila) 

Always the Young Strangers 
Prince Players (Ila) 

The White Rabbit (Ila) 


able report here that the feat has been accom- 
plished; that Paul Petzoldt belongs that happy breed 
husbands. For this charming and refreshing 
adventure-marriage story has come our way some 
time. 


The content the book likely appeal anyone 
who has ever sighed the thought routine: life 
the West, stealing rides freight and passenger trains; 
washing dishes and gambling get money 
school; mountain climbing the Grand Tetons and 
the Himalayas; chance meeting with the Dean 
Windsor and resultant visit Windsor Castle for 
year his guest; climbing the Matterhorn twice one 
day (the London Alpine Journal, undemonstrative 
publication, pronounced this “feat unusual endur- 
ance”); living among mystics, real and bogus, India; 
experiencing seismographic unpleasantness Mexico; 
fighting the Battle Washington and then joining the 
Army World War II; settling down life the 
land Wyoming with rattlesnakes irrigation 
troubles; and—sustaining all this—an idyllically happy 
marriage. 


What may strike the reader toward the 
end the book, namely the recording homely detail 
and trivial incident two ordinary lives, actually 
tribute the honesty the author and the genuine- 
ness her approach. For, although she and her hus- 
band have lived top the world more ways than 
one, there none that striving for effect false 
romanticizing that the professional adventure writer 
likely slip into. 


Another point, which the general reader may remain 
unconscious even while profiting it, the plain 
fact that Mrs. Petzoldt can write. She has that rare 
ability “be herself print,” handle words without 
letting them get into her way, that mark the true 
For instance, the brief account (pp. 5-9) 
eight year old boy’s first experiment solitary canyon 
climbing hits the target that teachers English are 
always holding (often despairingly) their stu- 
dents: clarity image, economy words, intensity 
feeling. would not burden this little book with more 
comment than calls for; yet the fact that 


Toynbee 


the rarity good straight English prose. further testi- 
mony wanted, let the reader follow Mrs. Petzoldt’s 
narrative her own first climb and the terror en- 
tailed (Chapter 13); the vignette the Sikh who 
shared their compartment train India (p. 
156-9). 
The book generally recommended absorbing 
adventure story. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington, 


Toynbee, Arnold The World and the West 
Oxford University Press. Mar. 26, 1953. 99p. $2.00. 
Composed the Reith lectures which the author de- 
livered last year over the B.B.C., this slender volume 
bulks large with shrewd historical insights 
oughly original syntheses; indeed, rare experience 
these days find small literary chalice heady 
and intellectual brew. Consider for moment the 
World and the West! Why should our 
sector singled out though were universe unto 
itself, self-contained part which too frequently feels 
greater than the Because Professor Toyn- 
bee believes that even the peak its power the 
West has not been the only significant actor the 
stage modern history and that the encounter be- 
tween the world and the West has been the latter 
which has been the arch-aggressor. Islam, 
China, India and Japan have felt the sting western 
assaults and from that common experience has ema- 
nated psychology which looks upon all things western 
with good deal suspicion, not downright con- 
tempt. 

What makes Russia, all the non-western powers, par- 
ticularly dangerous the fact that both her technology 
and her ideology—purloined from the West—are now 
being utilized effective anti-western weapons. The 
transfer our industrial know-how Russia widely 
appreciated but often forgotten that Communism 
was originally western criticism “of the West’s failure 
live her own Christian principles the eco- 
nomic and social life this professedly Christian 
society.” Marx, the great modern heresiarch, made the 
heretic’s characteristic intellectual mistake and moral 
aberration, for discovering the one point orthodox 
practice which cried for reform lost sight all 
other values and produced remedy worse than the 
malaise. 

Yet one question persistently and insistently clamors 
for response: why does the intellectual and moral per- 
version that Communism still continue exercise 
such fatal enchantment, especially the Far East? 
The answer found, according Toynbee, 
the fact that the West offered the Chinese and Japanese 
only secularized version western civilization. 
gave them industrialism shorn from its religious and 
cultural roots. Perhaps the greatest tragedies was 
the fact that effort Jesuit western missionaries 
present Christianity the Asian peoples not 
local religion the West but universal religion 
with message for all mankind miscarried through “the 
fault domestic feuds within the bosom the Roman 
Catholic Church the (p. 64) 
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Marshall Geortz 


Because the earlier miscarriage the Christian mes- 
sage, has the world been irretrievably lost Russian 
hegemony? Selecting chapter from Graeco-Roman 
history Professor Toynbee points out that what saved 
the disillusioned Greek and Roman dominant minority 
(which was suffering from the same spiritual starvation 
the majority contemporary mankind) was new 
religion which preached the equality all men under 
God. All the new religions “from Buddhism 
Christianity inclusive presented themselves visually 
Greek style art, and Christianity took the further 
step presenting itself intellectually terms Greek 
philosophy.” 
The author has novel theory explain the technique 
cultural interpenetration but the essential moral 
his story this: that the West survive, 
durable partnership cemented between and 
the rest the world there need for the West 
practice its Christianity fervently and bring the pure 
and undefiled message Christ the other peoples 
the universe. Patently, Christianity cannot remain 
prisoned identified with what have been pleased 
traditionally call Christendom. 

Clarence Walton, Ph.D., 

Department History and Politics, 

University Scranton 


Caravan Xanadu 


Edison 
Mar. 20, 1953. 371p. $3.50. 


Farrar, Straus Young. 


Among the more esoteric travelogues Western Cul- 


ture the account Marco Polo’s journey China holds 
high rank. The Greeks might have had word for 
but Marco Polo was the first bring back information 
that the Chinese had way doing it—all the way 
from gunpowder penicillin. And our adventurous 
Venetian and his famous journey become the meat 
fast paced historical novel casting Marco the role 
twentieth century businessman-lover whose efforts 
are crowned with success because the sterling virtues 
suddenly uncovers. 


Almost waif, Marco Polo grows the competitive 
air commercial Venice, living meanly relative’s 
charity while his father, Nicolo Polo, and his uncle are 
presumed lost their journey the East. the 
protege exiled Arab, whom had assisted, Marco 
gains education and passion for exploration. Thus 
when his father returns unexpectedly ambassador 
Kublai Khan, Marco ready and anxious head 
eastward the return journey. But Nicolo disavows 
his son the illegitimate by-blow his mother’s liaison 
with poet, not only destroying Marco’s hopes ad- 
venture but reducing him little better than un- 
employed bravo. finally relents the point that 
will permit Marco join the expedition what 
seem impossible financial conditicns. 


Marco meets the conditions selling the English slave 
Miranda whom had won delivering her master 
from jail. sells her even though loved her; his 
desire win over his hated father was stronger. And 
the East and the long trans-Asian journey with 
its numerous adventures which ingenious Marco 
Polo maintains himself against his father, growing 
meanwhile ability and wealth, growing also hatred 
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and pride. But his plots and wiles and strategems 
come naught. From another exploring uncle had 
letter telling the secret the Chinese fire-walking 
magicians. steals one their asbestos suits 
gift the Khan but apprehended and his father’s 
machinations fined that loses all his wealth 
save for lovely slave and superb pair ram horns 
whose original wearer had slain route. Mean- 
while had rescued Miranda from the desert and she 
became the property Nicolo Polo who intended her 
for the Khan. 


humbled and contrite Marco Polo continued foot 
with the caravan Xanadu where the Khan held 
court. There was accused illegitimacy his 
father but received the Khan’s favor won Miranda 
the story ends. 


This the usual lusty adventure story which one has 
come expect from Edison Marshall. true 
historical record matters basic fact but the bare 
bones history are abundantly fleshed the author’s 
uninhibited imagination. exciting tale marred 
only naturalism matters sexual and some very 
shady theology concerning the guilt for sin. Because 
these defects seems suitable only for adults. 


Goertz, Arthemise New Heaven, New Earth 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 1953. 319p. $3.50. 


all respects this performance. The 
authoress understands evidently first 
French society New Orleans which provides her 
theme and background. The time the early years 
this century. Dr. Victor duRocher, after gruelling 
five years service the Panama Canal zone, has 
returned the home his childhood, fashionable 
place Mandeville near New Orleans. really 
tricked into returning home elderly aunt, who 
has mind for him take again the plans his 
earlier years where they were interrupted; marry the 
girl his family has found suitable; into partnership 
with neighboring and socially prominent doctor; 
responsible for the family homestead, heirlooms, and 
traditions. 


But all fails materialize. His years away have 
opened his eyes many repulsive aspects this so- 
ciety, which before had escaped him: its tight racial 
consciousness, its hide bound pride, its deliberate ex- 
ploitation the less fortunate races, the rampant un- 
sanitary conditions, voodooism, and disease, and finally 
its failure understand progress. More important than 
these the change Victor, himself. begins 
realize that what feels toward Collette, his child- 
hood partner, not love; and that fact love 
with social outcast, Meriam Mendel, half Jewish 
girl, whose background New York and Europe. 
smashing climax involving hurricane and flood, 
acknowledges this love. The book part objection- 
able since the final scene implies extra marital rela- 
tions. But apart from that scene professionally 
competent romance with other objectionable parts, 
and really much good. 


Fr. Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 


Washington, 
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Maugham, Somerset The Vagrant Mood 
Doubleday. Apr. 1953. 250p. $3.00. 


Since the essay has not been fortunate its contem- 
porary practitioners and defenders, especially pleas- 
ant come across six essays sprightly these. 
this book, Somerset Maugham gives the impression that 
can annoying, can unpleasant, but not, for any 
great length time, dull. 


The title the book apt, for the mind must wander 
over wide range follow Mr. Maugham through this 
work. treats writers has known, the Span- 
ish painter Zurbaran, detective stories, Edmund 
Burke’s style, and Kant’s aesthetics. Naturally 
not equally able for all his subjects. his 
best, one might readily suspect, straight narra- 
tive—in giving personal recollections, describing the 
daily life some the people whom discusses. 
When enters upon speculative questions displays 
many inadequacies; and there his style labors, seeming 
climb steep but pointless hill each paragraph. 


The first essay the book, that Augustus Hare, 
some ways the most challenging. Hare now rather 
deeply buried oblivion and though his life was full 
one was not distinguished; yet this essay the longest 
the set. Maugham uses his subject glass through 
which some important aspects Victorian life are 
brought into focus; the fiercely cold and misguided 
piety some the good people the time, the placid 
acceptance class difference, the love gentility 
end itself—all these are sharply outlined brief 
biographical sketch one gentleman letters. 


his treatment Zurbaran, Maugham suc- 
cessful. The painter’s work little known that de- 
tailed discussion his life and its relation his art 
has peg upon which hang. Nor does the author 
bring Zurbaran life does Hare; this piece 
critical rather than biographical. Naturally discussion 
Zurbaran leads incidental judgments other 
painters, but Maugham’s verdicts seem either 
intensely personal conventional and neither case 
are they very stimulating. 

Strangely enough, one the poorest the essays the 
one dealing with detective stories. The analyses are 
labored and obvious. Maugham does not bring 
analysis contemporary detective fiction the sharpness 
that enables him give life and vigor brief sketches 
authors whom knew: Henry James, Wells, 
Arnold Bennet, and Edith Wharton. These little pic- 
tures are sharp, clear, and colorful. 

The two most abstruse essays are those Edmund 
Burke and Kant. They are very unequal because 
Maugham’s ability and background make him better 
able analyze Burke’s style than paraphrase Kant’s 
aesthetics. Maugham not professional critic and 
his criticism Burke does occasionally sound ama- 
teurish, but the work amateur the real 
sense—it enthusiastic and sound appraisal 
really fine style; has force and clarity lacking 
the more stereotyped criticisms found textbooks. 
the other hand, the author’s deficiences 
opher make his study Kant seem inept. Even here, 
though, still interesting when speaks his 
Own experiences creative artist. 


Maugham Williamson Connolly 


The book could have been polished bit more care- 
fully. Maugham’s study Burke’s style has not pre- 
vented some rare but noticeable lapses his own. 
the whole, though, despite these defects, and despite 
old-fashioned joke about praising God and very, very 
sophisticated attitude toward sexual immorality, The 
Vagrant Mood enjoyable volume. 


William Hill, S.J., 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Williamson, George 
Noonday Press. Mar. 23, 1953. 248p. $3.50. 


Eliot, says Mr. Williamson, “like Donne, has made 
new music, new beauty, new order feeling, which 
many people still deny and take for their opposites. 
Others perceive them but reject their significance be- 
cause they find his religion escape. truer say 
that without his religious sense, which was always there, 
could not have seen and expressed powerfully 
that which the critics find him evading.” For the 
point that Eliot has seen both the ugliness and the 
glory; because sure the latter that can 
describe the true lineaments the former. has 
descended the depths with Baudelaire, but has 
mounted the heights with Dante. Thus “he has given 
form some the most significant feeling our 
time.” 

the form the “imaginative sense” behind Eliot, 
rather than the controversies which his work has pro- 
voked, which Mr. Williamson has chosen investigate. 
should pointed out that the author this help- 
ful, sure-footed guide has not felt his task trail 
Eliot through his footnotes, nor pursue his com- 
mentators either. poem provides its own diction- 
ary,” maintains; within the “basic framework” the 
poem—the ordering ideas and their relationships—the 
reader will find sufficiency enable him under- 
stand and enjoy. “If awareness illusion 
necessary, the poem will make evident some way. 
Dependence notes for the recovery learning 
acceptable reading poetry, but not dependence 
notes for effects not realized the poem.” With these 
broad principles, and from careful examination 
Eliot’s own critical writings, Mr. Williamson “charts 
the course” this “conscious poet” Pascalian mind 
for whom the past, with its ritual and tradition, 
“something that continues happen.” One must read 
this book with Eliot’s poems lying open before one, for 
illumination the text the total body Eliot’s non- 
dramatic work its purpose, and its liberating achieve- 


ment. 
Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Connolly, Myles 
The Reason for Ann and Other Stories 
McMullen. Apr. 1953. $3.00. 


Myles Connolly who has always been arresting and 
stimulating Catholic writer, presents this volume 
half dozen his short stories. Each representative 
his urbane but restrained style, embodying deft 


dramatic touches heighten the emotional impact 
the particular tale. Each also contains persuasively 
spiritual appraisal the problem embraces. 
however, despite their mystical spiritual implica- 
tions, have the strength plausible realism and sym- 
pathetic observation. 


The title story concerns itself with amiable rogue, 
O’Sullivan, whose life evaluated recording angels. 
This fantasy convincingly achieved with some pene- 
trating wit and considerable perception. 
disclosed beguiling knave, with charming smile 
and conscience which occasionally disquiets him, pro- 
tected from eternal doom the prayers those who 
love him. Love, Tomi, the next selection, with muted 
pathos, pays tribute unselfish father whose life 
reviewed his proud son. The Pigeon from St. Bar- 
tholomew’s which follows, ironically contrasts the sig- 
nificance Easter the modern American world with 
nod the religious thinking the U.N. 


The final three begin with Natural Causes, tale the 
intense and irrational results divorce they are 
borne upon the mind sensitive and intelligent 
young college woman. Seminary Hill somewhat 
unique, although the jacket announces that based 
fact, for woven out attempt the Com- 
munists infiltrate seminary, involving seminarist 
saboteur who finally waylaid the charity 
priest. The final story, The Big Red House Hope 
Street, treatment juvenile delinquency and the 
rehabilitation technique the Good Shepherd Sisters, 
grim but impressive; manages skillfully project 
both the sisters’ and the inmates’ points view. 


Apart from the spiritual content which these stories 
contain well the instruction which they may im- 
part, the stories themselves invite the reader’s interest, 
for they neither preach nor teach how people should 
live. Instead they portray people living, often not 
they should, but always with moral evaluation 
human conduct which neither didactic nor repellent. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Salinger, Nine Stories 
Little, Brown. Apr. 1953. 302p. $3.00. 

this follow-up volume short stories the author’s 
successful The Catcher the Rye, the 
reader will find the same incisiveness observation 
the earlier book revealed. one way the short stories 
are more satisfying reading because the author’s talents 
appear better adapted the short run. 


These nine stories are all the familiar “New Yorker” 
vein and sense deja vue may accompany the read- 
ing. Nevertheless there vanity the backgrounds 
and the subjects, and the brisk movement overcomes 
any possible prejudice that score. All are slightly 
portentous and meaningful with the meaning some- 
times seeming little less than that implied. might 
have been expected, the better stories deal with bright, 
brash and unusual children and adolescents. The best, 
“Down The Dinghy,” subtle blow against 
anti-Semitism could struck fiction. 


Salinger Johnston Mosley 


Best SELLERs 


The fine craftsmanlike precision all com- 
mendation which must, because language and con- 
tent, limited discriminating adults. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Johnston, Alva The Legendary Mizners 
Farrar, Straus Young. Mar. 24, 1953. 304p. $3.75. 
Here the almost unbelievable story the versatile 
Mizners who, idols low and pets high society, 
Robin-hoodwinked time into preserving madcap epi- 
sodes maturing epics. Their lives make American 
folklore the age nonsense. 


Addison Mizner made architecture cross between the 
follies the people who hired him and his own 
memory and forgetfulness what other buildings were 
like. not only built, manufactured all the by- 
products real estate building booms. 


But Addison Mizner seems have had many ambi- 
tions, Wilson Mizner had none. merely talked 
good game and talked big, then played with 
stacked deck. anything all, was confidence 
man whom circumstances sometimes required 
straight. But had habit touching the ways 
the world with the wit words and have ac.d crystalize 
into anecdote. was the master the insulting 
manner and was considered his winsomest when 
most irreverent. 


The Klondike, Broadway, Hollywood and the Florida 
Building Boom serve backdrops for such extravagant 
irrationalities. 


Alva Johnston past master the profile technique 
and was never better than these composite portraits 
from life and legend. Where much can said, 
pleasingly epigrammatic, and where there nothing 
said, has done that, too, very well. The style 
saves the scoundrels and makes for readable relaxation. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Mosley, Jean Bell The Piano 
Westminster. Mar. 23, 1953. 192p. $3.00. 

Another book childhood reminiscences makes its 
appearance with the publication The Mockingbird 
Piano Jean Bell Mosley. This one deals with life 
farm the southeastern range the Ozark Moun- 
tains. 


The events recounted are homely ones—the joys 
syrup-making time; the creating new hat for Grand- 
ma, who had not had new one since the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition 1904; the business venture 
Jean and her sister Lou who sold countless packets 
seeds order get prize coffee-pot their mother 

needed. 


One the stories concerns the Mockingbird Piano. 
Lou, the more resourceful pair sisters, drives 
bargain with the minister. She arranges for her sister 
and herself the church janitorial service for 
year exchange for old piano that stood neglected 
corner the church. They have delivered 
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their home surprise for their mother, undismayed 
the fact that its keys were soundless. Had not their 
mother said, listening mockingbird and comparing 
that bird’s less spectacular looks that blue jay, 
that was the music that came from the mockingbird 
that made appear beautiful her? 


the mockingbird piano taught Lou play, and 
when unexpectedly Lou was called play 
church, she never missed note. The piano, standing 
there their home the window, reminded them 
that, when beauty and music are within, the outside 
can less lovely. This indicates the sentimental 
weakness that parades the book. 


Mrs. Mosley introduces many characters—Old Abe, 
laziest farmer the Valley, who nevertheless filled 
important post the community its chronicler 
the simple expedient writing the events the bare 
walls the old summer kitchen; Uncle Hayden, whose 
visits always brought gayety and sparkle into the quick 
lives the Bell family; old Zeb Wilkins, whose faith 
the truth the adage that “The Pervide” 
was fully justified; Jack, the tramp, who took his 
abode old cabin belonging Grandpa and 
time became accepted member the community. 


The author undoubtedly looks back with nostalgia 
her days the farm, but somehow she does not suc- 
ceed making those days seem vital and appealing 
the reader and neither her characters, especially 
Grandpa, Grandma, and even herself, quite emerge 
from the shadows people flesh and blood. Mrs. 
Mosley recounts many the episodes with the hind- 
sight the mature adult she now and thus loses 
much the spontaneity and freshness she might have 
recaptured, had she related these incidents 
struck her child. 

Rose Belvedere, 

Brooklyn, New York 


Possony, Stefan 
Century Conflict: Communist Techniques 
World Revolution 
Regnery. Jan. 19, 1953. 439p. $7.50. 
When Stefan Possony Georgetown writes book, 
you may rest assured that the result represents neat 
fusion cogent reasoning, solid documentation and 
rather unsubtle exhortation. For Professor Possony 
not entertain; his words, burning with the 
evangelical fires Paul Tom Paine, are calcu- 
lated summon men think and act. While great 
attention has been paid the theoretical aspects 
communism feels that Soviet strategy and tactics 
have neither been fully studied nor clearly understood 
fill this lacuna that the author addresses 


Spelled out briefly, the communist program amounts 
this: that the bourgeoisie and the proletariat are locked 
deadly conflict which may erupt domestic inter- 
national struggles, that war the ultimate arbiter for 
these titanic collisions (even though the war itself may 
fought with non-military well military 
weapons), and that the Soviet technique seeks de- 
the potential enemy point where will 
eschew the use violence while the same time pre- 


Possony 


paring the way for the final and violent coup grace 
the Soviets themselves. 


The last serious obstacle the establishment com- 
munist world rule the United States whose indus- 
trial potential, democratic institutions and loyal citi- 
zenry make the most formidable adversary the Soviets 
have ever faced. Before virile foe what new ap- 
proaches have been fashioned the Kremlin? 
fessor Possony sees three new lines attack. The first 
consists socalist encirclement the United States; 
the seizure China and the attempts communize 
France, Italy and western Germany plus the continu- 
ance small wars Greece, Indo-China and Malaya 
are evidences this objective. Secondly, the Soviets 
have reoriented their propaganda toward 
tionary pacifism designed mesmerize the West into 
fatal slumber. The traditional slogans class warfare 
are being replaced the concept struggle between 
peace-lovers and warmongers. Special attention be- 
ing given these “partisans peace” religious, 
women, youth, sport and cultural organizations. The 
Stockholm Appeal and the Picasso dove are further 
evidences this new approach. Finally, the concept 
peripheral wars has assumed significant place 
Soviet planning. These wars are designed accom- 
plish two things: disperse western strength thereby 
preventing effective build-up real, concentrated 
striking power, and provide seed grounds for dis- 
sensions among the Allies. these peripheral wars 
the Soviets make much use “sanctuaries,” the pro- 
tected areas from which assaults can mounted with 
impunity and immunity. Respect for such sanctuaries 
maintained the Soviet threat extend the war 
they are violated. Throughout all the intent 
create climate defeatism the potential enemy’s 
camp, spread the conviction that the war should 
never have been launched and cannot possibly won, 
and that even the peripheral war won, can solve 
nothing and represents blood needlessly shed for bitter 
fruits. Korea the striking case point. 


view the ultimate reliance the Soviets vio- 
lence, third world war inevitable? Certainly not, 
according Possony. War, continually stresses, 
may fought with variety means which all-out 
shooting war the last resort. During the interim 
phase the West can make shooting war more remote 
maintaining its own moral, economic and military 
strength; for the author feels that the tide running 
with the free nations the world. The Soviets today 
face with population which fundamentally dis- 
loyal its leaders, they work through overly cen- 
tralized, increasingly rigid machinery government, 
and they must explain away highly stratified class 
society Russia and extreme economic disparity which 
Communism has pretended destroy. “Fundament- 
ally, the difference this: the American way life 
success; the Soviet failure.” Since 1948 the 
Soviets have collected more failures than successes 
forcing policy and not too much hope that free 
men will equal the challenge posed the great 
pagan and slave empire that the Soviet Union. 


Clarence Walton, Ph.D., 
Department History and Politics, 
University Scranton 


Runes, Dagobert The Impact Society 
Philosophical Library, 1953. 202p. $3.75. 


Among the many recollections, studies, interpretations 
and denunciations the Soviet Union which have ap- 
peared the past eight years, this book has special 
place. author’s note are told that the manu- 
script was written fifteen years ago and that sen- 
tence has been added the text, nor has any part 
been withdrawn.” this fact which should generate 
particular interest the book and perhaps the same 
time explain some its limitations. 


The influence Hegel the formation the philos- 
ophy Karl Marx has frequently been mentioned 
the past. What not frequently alluded the 
fact Hegelianism played influential role establish- 
ing the foundations National Socialism. Professor 
Runes, both direct argument and drawing par- 
allels between comunism and nazism, shows the validity 
this conclusion. fact, would have been quite 
useful his book had been published 1938 when 
many our intellectuals and liberals were toying with 
communism and sometimes openly supporting even 
they fiercely denounced fascism and nazism. How- 
ever, its main theme Soviet Society which the 
theories Karl Marx were given concrete applica- 
tion, and that makes the book still useful today. 


Opening with brief but pointed analysis Marx’s 
economic theories, Professor Runes discusses the basis 
Marxism and its attempted theoretical justification. 
Succinctly outlines the downfall the European 
capitalistic system predicted the Communist Mani- 
festo and then, excellent retort, shows that 
Marx’s gloomy prophecies have actually been realized 
one country—Soviet Russia. 


The actual working out the Marxist thesis the 
theme the second, and largest, part the book. 
The formation the Soviet bureaucracy, Soviet justice, 
trade unions, the enslavement the peasantry, family 
life, the rigid control art and literature are all dis- 
cussed and explained terms the practical applica- 
tion Marxism. Marxists, who have 
attempted defend the thesis that Marxism 
essentially sound program which has been perverted 
Stalin and his henchmen, will find little comfort the 
facts presented the author this part his book 
and the interpretation gives them here and his 
final chapter. 

indication the method used, might cite 

the chapter “Company Unions Soviet Russia.” 
Professor Runes discusses the right work, the actual 
wage scale, the function unions aids increased 
production and what actually happens the surplus 

value and profit about which Marx wrote often and 
bitterly. then concludes: 
“By advocating Marx’s theory expropriating the 
democratic capitalist state and rallying the pro- 
letariat bloody fight, the worker only helps 
throw all capital and all power into the hands 
political demagogues. Fascism and Communism are 
the inevitable outgrowth class struggle. de- 
stroying the fundamentals our democratic society, 
with its tremendous possibilities for co-operative 
planning within the capitalist order, the workers are 
only playing into the hands Utopian fanatics and 


Runes Teicher 


Best 


political racketeers. And the end even the fana- ing 
tics under, and Mussolini, Stalin and Hitler sur- acts 
vive.” (p. 78) chil 
chapters such these which should serve con- him 
venient references for those seeking popular exposi- 
tion communism action. The scholar, however, chil 
may find the book difficult use his study the rela 
impact communism society. The author restricts 
his exposition the Soviet Union with some corollary late 
references the abortive Red regimes Hungary and 
Bavaria after the first World War and communist may 
activity Loyalist Spain and the China the twen- chil 
ties. times, the tone too polemical, the statements 
too sweeping and the facts not sufficiently documented. than 
Some the information definitely dated and would 
have compared with more recent studies order 
determine its true validity. The “silent revolt 
the ‘liberated’” mentioned the author has actually 
forced some modifications the tactics the commu- 
nist rulers Russia especially the questions family 
life, private property among the collective farmers, 
more stable wages and even religion. Then again, Flemi 
Soviet terror can much more subtle than indicated The 
the author. does not always take the brutal physi- the 
cal form characteristic the period the great purges 
during which this book was written. uses 
John Long, S.J., 
Institute Contemporary The 
Russian Studies, and 
Fordham University, sation 
New York, New York and 
writte 
Teicher, Joseph D., M.D. she 
Your Child and His Problems 
Little, Brown. Apr. 1953. 302p. $3.75. and, 
Here another the already long list books 
dren and their problems. The subtitle lists basic 
guide for parents. Starting the point the birth like 
the child, the author, himself child psychiatrist, takes they 
parents and children through the various steps adult- Story 
hood. John 
jects are covered including eating, 
cleanliness, sex, jealousy, sleep, fears, etc. The author 
has avoided technical answers and phraseology and 
presents his statements clearly and simply, 
trating his point with simple story. The author has And 
avoided the use analytic theories great Rogers 
extent, but times the book almost seems encyclopedic This 
scope. The table contents lists different head- other 
ings with about 200 different subjects discussed. 
necessity many the subjects are barely touched on. anothe 
Nonetheless, many the major problems are fully and 
expertly covered. 
There section dealing with death and how help 
the child face the problem, and the same done for 
those instances where parents following death 
the case separation from the father due to} Gaul, 
military service. Rinehar 
This book covers number problems not ordinarily Amatet 
encountered such writings. One major defect its Wonder 
complete neglect the role religion the life and ing 
experience the child. Nowhere any attention Stoup 
given the meaning and place religion the 
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ing the child. Mention made “good and bad” 
acts, but the emphasis placed not suppressing the 
child, but understanding him and explaining 
him that such acts are not socially acceptable. While 
agree with the technique understanding the 
child, the child also needs understanding his 
relationship God his motivations for good and 
socially acceptable behavior have solid basis for 
later life. 
this defect can kept clearly focus, the reader 
may gain understanding the growth process the 
child. the contents are accepted being the com- 
plete approach, parents and others may miss more 
than they can possibly gain. 

John Baldi, 

Acting Chairman, 

Department Social Sciences, 

University Scranton 


Angel Unaware 


Rogers, Dale Evans 
63p. $1.00. 


Fleming Revell Co. Mar. 16, 1953. 


The title this book comes from St. Paul’s Epistle 
the Hebrews, chapter thirteen, verse two, and Mrs. 
Rogers (the wife Roy Rogers “king the 
uses the same theme unify her story her handi- 
capped baby daughter, Robin Elizabeth. 


The child, released from the body which was not perfect 


and now heaven, presumably carrying conver- 
sation with God her Father, during which she resumes 
and recapitulates the many events her short two 
years upon earth. moving story, not very well 
written, not theologically sound (the child talks 
she had had the use reason from birth and under- 
stood perfectly God’s plan for her and for her parents; 
and, addition, she confuses the human heaven 
with the angel heaven), but, spite its faults 
does have something common with other books 
like nature, better written and more compelling though 
they are. Karen Marie Lyons Killilea, Son’s 
Story John Paul Frank, and Death Not Proud 
John Gunther well Angel Unaware definitely 
convey the spiritual benefits which come the de- 
voted family handicapped child. Perhaps parents, 
relatives and friends really learn that “whatsoever you 
the least these, you Me.” 


And came the transformation the lives the Roy 
Rogers family. 


This heart-written book which should encourage 
other parents see their handicapped children op- 


grow spiritually closer God and one 


another. 
Sister Mary William, 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul Minnesota 


* * 


Gaul, Albro The Wonderful World Insects 
Rinehart, 1953. 290p. $4.00. 


Amateur entomologists are taking advantage the 
wonders found their own back yard and mak- 
ing hobby out their observations. for this 
group that Mr. Gaul has written, and written well, 
brief introductory compendium interesting facts 


Rogers Gaul Davidson 


about insects. the brief space less than 300 large- 
margined pages manages cite several thousand 
facts about several hundred different kinds insects. 
His items range all the way from importance insects, 
classification, disease, agricultural entomology insect 
behavior, societies and insects business. The book 
illustrated with full page photographs; from technical 
viewpoint rudimentary, being devoted solely 
general concepts and many specific facts. will appeal 
the adult who knows little nothing about insects 
and the youthful enthusiast who wishes learn 
something quickly. 


Davidson, Martin (Ed.) Astronomy for Everyman 
Dutton. Mar. 31, 1953. 494p. $5.00. 


This book informative. discusses detail the 
various divisions astronomy from purely scientific 
and not cosmogonical point view. treats what 
the men science have discovered about the universe; 
tells the methods that were used obtain the 
results; describes the precise instruments necessary 
measure distances, sizes, and speeds the infinitude 
space. 


the opening chapter, the universe brought “down 
scale introduced taking the sun but 
two feet diameter and the nearest star about ten 
thousand miles away. (Actually, the sun some 
864,000 miles diameter, over hundred times that 
the earth, and the distance from the sun the 
nearest star such that light, traveling speed 
186,283 miles second, requires less than four years 
reach it—and there are stars far removed that 
light from them had depart millions years ago 
order reach here earth today.) 


The reader will get new concept relative motion 
when shown that while the earth turns its axis 
and revolves around the sun, and the moon turning 
its axis and revolving about the earth, the sun 
also rotating its axis and moving speed 
miles per second toward point the sky situated 
the constellation “Hercules.” 


The first 260 pages this book are devoted our solar 
system, including the sun, moon, major planets and 
their satellites (some have none, Jupiter has twelve), 
the thousands minor planets asteroids, comets, 
meteors, and meteorites. Following this chapter 
treating the aurora and zodiacal light, lengthy 
chapter devoted the stars—star clusters, galaxies and 
nebulae. The chapter titled “The History Astron- 
omy” should prove interesting all. The final chapter 
the book, “Navigation,” will incomprehensible 
the majority people whose present mathematical 
knowledge little beyond the multiplication tables and 
5th grade arithmetic even though one time an- 
other they may have been subjected more advanced 
stages this subject. 


This book not for every man. The average person 
would find rather difficult reading. will appre- 
ciated those who desire widely informed but 
have very rudimentary knowledge the abstruse 


subject astronomy. 
Harold Rist, 


University Scranton 


Best SELLERs 


Fletcher Lancaster Slaughter 


Dean, James E., Th.D., Ph.D. 
Keys That Unlock the Scripture 
Dutton. Mar. 1953. 214p. $3.00. 


This book was written former pastor Methodist 
the teaching staff the Department Social Sciences 
the East Mississippi Junior College. Into the 185 
pages the text has managed crowd ill- 
assorted mass Biblical information which can 
studied more easily and more fully one the avail- 
able encyclopedia biblical knowledge. The reviewer 
judges that the author has not clarified his own think- 
ing concerning certain fundamental biblical questions, 
e.g., inspiration. doubtful that this book would 
important addition the library anyone who 
deeply interested the biblical studies. 


William Herlihy, 
University Scranton 


REPRINTS 


Lofts, Norah Silver Nutmeg 
Permabooks, Division Doubleday Co., Inc., 1953. 
380p. $0.35. (Original Doubleday edition, 1947, re- 
viewed vol. no. 12, Sept. 15, 1947.) 

The story laid the seventeenth century Dutch nut- 
meg colonies the East Indies. romantic interest 


woven through what promises good historical 
novel Dutch-English rivalry disappointing because 
the promise never quite fulfilled. Not unsuitable for 


adults but deserves great recommendation. 


Brooks, Richard The Producer 
Pocket Books, 1953. 308p. $0.35. Cardinal edition) 
(Original Simon Schuster edition, Nov. 1951, re- 
viewed vol. 11, no. 16, Nov. 15, 1951.) 

Few people need novel tell them what house 
cards the movie industry is, but one worth doing, 
Richard Brooks shows little knowledge how tell 
story. His novel monotonous record dreary 
thoughts and drearier conversations, and his sole idea 
enlivening them decorate them with shocking 
mixture profanity Not only taste- 
less, but dull. 


The Boomerang Clue 


Christie, Agatha 
(Original Dodd, Mead edition, 


Dell, 1953. 224p. 
1935.) 

Two amateur detectives solve murder that almost 
passed tragic accident. Rather weak Christie 
though the name should suffice sell without adding 
cover the worst reprint tradition. 


* * * 


Marshall, Edison The Infinite Woman 
Dell, 1953. 384p. $0.35. Dell Book) (Original Far- 
rar Straus edition, 1950, reviewed vol. 10, no. 16, 
Nov. 15, 1950.) 

Loosely patterned after the notorious dancer, Lola 
Montez, the heroine begins her career India, com- 
plete with blood-soaked, heathen rites, initiations into 
fertility cults and the like. Lola cannot confine her 


$0.25. 


activity one country, but roams the world her self- 
ascribed role “goddess fertility.” sobered 
the thought that such book could seriously 
offered for sale. Beside this, Forever Amber looms 
one the mountain peaks our writing. 


Fletcher, Inglis Toil the Brave 
Permabooks, Division Doubleday Co., Inc., 1953, 
504p. $0.35. (Original Bobbs-Merrill edition, 1946, 
viewed vol. no. 17, Dec. 1946.) 

Another Fletcher’s stories Revolutionary days, laid 
the same Albemarle region the author’s other 
works. long, sprawling novel more than five 
hundred pages, woven, wealth incident, into 
fairly readable whole. Adventuresome, adult fare. 


Lancaster, Bruce Venture the East 
Permabooks, Division Doubleday Co., Inc., 1953. 
416p. $0.35. (Original Atlantic Monthly-Little, Brown 
edition, 1951. reviewed vol. 11, no. June 15, 1951.) 
Against the background the Shimbara Rebellion 
1638, which closed Japan foreign trade and witnessed 
the persecution all Christians, Mr. Lancaster tells the 
story man and maid who lived through its 
trigue and trials. his other books, the author has 
paid meticulous attention background detail, almost 
the point hurting the action the story; 
the fate the Dutch and Portuguese traders Japan 
make very adventuresome reading for all. 


Slaughter, Frank East Side General 
Permabooks, Division Doubleday Co., Inc., 1953. 
347p. $0.35. (Original Doubleday edition, 1952, reviewed 
vol. 12, no. Apr. 1952.) 


melodramatic story fictitious East side New York 
hospital, replete with romantic interest, suspense and 
Slaughter’s usual wealth medical and surgical de- 
Mr. Slaughter’s thirteenth novel readable and 
interest-holding, and has the additional 
tion that seems favor right things. 


NOTICE 


Since 1946 Best Sellers has maintained its 
subscription price $2.50 per year despite 
the general rise prices. During that time 
our printing costs alone have increased over 
100%. Regretfully now find absolutely 
necessary increase our own subscription 
price. Effective April the new yearly 
subscription rate will $4.00 for domestic 
subscribers; $4.50 for Canadian and foreign 
subscriptions; single copies twenty cents. 


University Library 
Univ. Notre Dame 
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